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For Immediate Release June 18, 2007

Wheat Growers Applaud Passage of Legislation to Lower Freight Rates

The Western Canadian Wheat Growers Association applauds Parliamentarians who voted last week in
favour of amendments to the Canada Transportation Act that will lower freight costs paid by western
farmers on grain shipped by rail.  Bill C-11, to be proclaimed this week, will reduce the allowance
earmarked for maintenance costs under the railway revenue cap, thereby lowering freight costs to prairie
farmers by approximately $2.00 per tonne.  

“We are pleased to see that Members of Parliament acted in the interests of farmers to ensure this legislation
was passed,” says Cherilyn Jolly-Nagel, President of the Wheat Growers.   “Now farmers will see a freight
rate reduction during the upcoming crop year that will more than offset the scheduled freight rate increase.”
  
Bill C-11 passed the House on June 14 by a margin of 163 to 61, with Conservative and Liberal members
voting in support and NDP and Bloc members voting against.

The Wheat Growers will be pressing the federal government to take the necessary administrative steps to
adjust the revenue cap as quickly as possible, so that freight rates are lowered sometime this fall.  The
Canadian Transportation Agency announced in April that the railway revenue cap would increase by 3.2%
(or about $1.00 per tonne) on August 1, 2007.  The Bill C-11 rate reduction is expected to take effect a few
months after this date.

The Wheat Growers had made strong representations to Conservative, Liberal and NDP party members
urging this legislation be passed before Parliament rose for its summer recess.  Had Bill C-11 not passed,
the freight rate reduction would have been delayed to August, 2008 or later.  

“We’re glad to see that our efforts have helped produce such positive tangible results for farmers,” says
Jolly-Nagel.

For further comment, and to obtain copies of Wheat Grower letters sent to key Parliamentarians, please
contact:

Cherilyn Jolly-Nagel
President

Western Canadian Wheat Growers Association
Cell: (306) 354-7368


